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To test the capabilities of various disciplines in working 
together in response to a large-scale incident, the Region 7 
Medical Biodefense Network selected a chemical terrorism 
scenario for its annual full-scale exercise this year. The 
exercise was aptly named the Region 7 Chemical Terrorism 
Full-Scale Exercise 2008, or CHEMTERR-08 FSE. Its scenario 
necessitated a swift and unifi ed response involving hazardous 

materials, law enforcement, emergency medical services, emergency 
management, hospital, dispatch, public health and the impacted sites’ 
personnel.  Exercise objectives included testing capabilities related to unifi ed 
command, CHEMPACK deployment, decontamination and patient tracking.

The scenario involved a coordinated release of sarin gas at the Cherry Capital 
Airport (Traverse City), Otsego County Fairgrounds (Gaylord) and Alpena 
County Regional Airport (Alpena).  To simulate self-reporting patients, a 
portion of the many actors recruited for the exercise to portray victims reported 
directly to the hospitals in these three communities (Munson Medical Center, 
Otsego Memorial Hospital and 
Alpena Regional Medical Center).  
This was intended to mimic what 
occurred during the 1995 Tokyo 
subway system sarin gas attack.  
As a result, exercise simulations 
occurred simultaneously over a 
3½-hour period at essentially six 
incident scenes, in addition to the 
various local emergency operations 
centers, dispatch centers and 
agency command centers.

In all, an estimated 200 agency personnel simulated response and support 
functions, 120 actors were involved and 50 controllers/ evaluators managed 
the fl ow of the exercise and assessed capabilities of the players.  The exercise 
benefi ted from involvement of a multitude of local agencies, in addition to 
DHS, TSA, RRT (from multiple regions), the 51st Civil Support Team, the 
Alpena CRTC, MSP and our colleagues at MDCH.  Information gathered 
through participant and actor feedback forms and the Exercise Evaluation 
Guides, and during the local hotwashes and the Controller/ Evaluator Debrief, 
has allowed us to pinpoint several weak points in our capabilities as a region.  
This information will be synthesized into an exercise After Action Report and 
Improvement Plan (AAR/IP).  The AAR/IP will be shared with key regional 
partners, and serve as a springboard for planning for preparedness activities 
for next and subsequent fi scal years.

St. Clair County Purchases GIS Software
St. Clair County purchased eight licenses of GeoBlade Dispatch GIS software 
from Geographic Technologies Group Inc. (GTG). The application has the 
ability to perform historic call mapping, historic automated vehicle location 
(AVL) mapping, and E-911 call mapping.

 

Training & Education
MEDDRUN, CHEMPACK, and SNS Trainings
An overview of the Michigan Emergency Drug Delivery and Resource Utili-
zation Network (MEDDRUN), CHEMPACK, and Strategic National Stockpile 
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programs is now available as a training program on CD.  Physician, nurses and 
pharmacists will benefi t from this training by being able to identify the pur-
pose of, difference between, and order of deployment of these critical medica-
tion caches within Michigan in the event of an emergency.  This no-cost train-
ing takes approximately one hour to complete and offers continuing education 
credits for:  Public Health Consortium for Continuing Medical Education, U of 
M, School of Public Health - One AMA PRA Category 1 credit; Michigan Board 
of Pharmacy - 1 credit; and Michigan Nurses Association Continuing Education 
Approval Program (CEAP) - 1 nursing CE.  You may submit your request for 
these training CD(s) by contacting Lindsey Shull at shullL@michigan.gov or by 
calling the Offi ce of Public Health Preparedness at (517) 335-8652.

Date/Time Event Description Location

Online Survey Design and Methodology for Public 
Health 
This seven-week, online, mentored course will 
provide an overview of the methods for design-
ing, implementing and interpreting a survey to 
meet program and research objectives in the 
public health fi eld. Participants will learn to 
select a proper sample, limit sources of error 
and format a valid questionnaire for gathering 
survey data. The course is intended for public 
health practitioners who may use survey instru-
ments in their work and desire formal training 
in this area. Visit the Michigan Public Health 
Training Center website for more information.

Online

Jul. 22, 2008 Improving Disaster Communication: The 
Role of Poison Centers in Public Health
Program objectives include:  List three reasons 
individuals require immediate poison control 
information during disasters and mass events. 
Describe the history, organization and role of 
poison centers in poisoning prevention and ed-
ucation. Illustrate the historical role of poison 
centers in disaster communication and public 
health response using specifi c examples. List 
the many roles of public health during disas-
ters and mass events. Discuss potential future 
poison centers’ roles in disaster communication 
and public health response.

OPHP
Large Conference Room
(517) 335-8150

Jul. 23, 2008
2-3pm

Avian Infl uenza Response Training For 
Emergency Responders 
Learn the importance and need for responder 
assistance during an HPAI outbreak. Defi ne 
responder roles in the event of a foreign ani-
mal disease incident such as HPAI. Develop an 
awareness of the potential impact of an out-
break to our nation’s poultry industry and econ-
omy. 

OPHP
Large Conference Room
(517) 335-8150

Jul. 23-24, 
2008

Emergency Planning for Special Needs 
Populations
This two-day course covers the unique con-
cerns for organizations responsible for the care 
of “special needs” groups in disasters.  This 
course will expand on the concepts covered in 
the prerequisite Independent Study 197 by dis-
cussing defi nition of “special needs populations” 
and highlighting the planning elements of mass 
care, sheltering, and evacuation.

Lansing

Jul. 24, 2008
3-5pm

Bridge the Gap:  Community Surge and Re-
siliency
In the last fi fteen months several towns in 
Alabama and surrounding states have come 
face-to-face with various disasters. Communi-
ty leaders and response personnel from these 
communities will highlight best practices of how 
they responded to their disaster.

TBD

https://practice.sph.umich.edu/mphtc/site.php
https://practice.sph.umich.edu/mphtc/site.php
http://www.adph.org/alphtn/590flyer.pdf
http://www.dlnets.com/ntpi_23Jul08.htm
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/msp/Final_-_FY_2008_EMHS_Training_Class_Dates_rec-8-28-07_206828_7.doc
http://www.adph.org/alphtn/589flyer.pdf


            
         
   

Mailing Address:
Offi ce of Public Health Preparedness
Capitol View Building - 201 Townsend Street - Lansing, MI 48913
(517) 335-8150  —  http://www.michigan.gov/ophp
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Date/Time Event Description Location

Aug. 12-14, 
2008

National Conference on Health Communi-
cation and Marketing
This conference will give participants:  an en-
vironment to present fi ndings and recommen-
dations from health marketing, communication 
and media research;  an opportunity to net-
work as well as promote information sharing 
and interdisciplinary collaboration within the 
health communication, marketing and media 
community; and advance the practice of health 
communication, marketing and media through 
sharing exemplary programs. 

Atlanta, GA
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www.cdc.gov/HealthMarketing/NCHCMM2008



